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AP Biology Showcase Portfolio 

This is part ofyour AP Biology Summer Assignment. It is a "showcase portfolio" which 
means you are presenting your academic and extra-curricular interests for others to see. 
It is evaluated for completeness. So, look at the rubric and gather together all the items 
about your "life" at this time, and put them into the black binder. You may also fmd it to 
be very useful when you are applying for college or job opportunities, as all ofyour 
information will be in one place. 

You need to purchase: 
1.	 One 2 in or 2 ~ inch black binder (please take the price sticker off the spine) 
2.	 Divider pages and/or tabs to identify sections by topic 
3.	 Plastic page protectors (these are strongly suggested, but not required) 

Items to be included + a briefdescription (one tab each): 

1.	 Cover Page: this had your name, address, phone number, e-mail address. 
Please include some sort ofpicture. It can be or you, or some aspect of 
biology, or artistic, or some theme in your life that you like. Pay attention to 
format and neatness. Stay away from silly humor, as you want to convey that 
you are a college student who is already successful at the high school level. 
There is no tab for this, as it is the first page seen by someone looking at your 
portfolio. 

2.	 Resume: There are several good resume building templates on the internet. 
Find one that you like, remove the sample infonnation line by line, and fill in 
the spaces with accurate information about your life at this time. Remember 
that you can up-date this during the year and officially each time you apply for 
ajob or do an interview. You "should" have two copies ofyour resume in the 
page protector and be ready to give one away to an inter~stedadult at t~e-end 

of an int~rview. 

3.	 Application: Ask for a job application from some place in La Canada, 
Pasadena, or Glendale. Even if you do not want that job right now, still ask 
for the application and fill it in honestly. Keep it in your portfolio, and when 
you are really interested in ajob, then you will have all the answers readily 
available to use for the real application for that possible employer. 

4.	 Report Cards + Remarks: Find your past high school report cards and put 
them in this section. Ifyou have not saved any of them, then go to the LCHS 
records office and pay for a current transcript. You need to include a page of 
"reflection remarks" about how you feel in relationship to 9th grade, 1nth grade 
and maybe 11 tR grade. Some of you have particular grade pomt average goals, 
and some of you have had very demanding classes. Evaluat~ your grades in 



particular classes, and specific grade levels. Express what they mean to you 
and your fui1ue college choices. Your remarks should be about a page. 

5.	 Awards and Certificates: Find as many of these as possible, you can even 
go back to elementary school or the 7/8 program at our school. Sometimes a 
past project is more valuable than an award and students put them here too. 
Make photographs oftrophies and ribbons and any 3-D awards. If it is a 
particularly valuable award certificate, then photocopy it and put the copy into 
your portfolio. Otherwise, put awards into page protectors in a back-to-back 
fashion. You can also include newspaper stories ofthings you have done, or 
newspaper articles you hav-e written if yOW name is printed with the article. 
You do not need to reflect on this group of awards and certificates. Some of 
these will be selected for your "performance showcase section" and then you 
will reflect on the significance of those awards in that section. 

6.	 Activities List: This is usually a list by grade level or by topic of all the 
activities you.participate in. You may have never receive.d an award for your 
activity, but it should still be on the list. You may have started interest in 
three different sports, and only one is still on your list. Any clubs, volunteer 
work or church work, extra family responsibilities, jobs, significant summer 
trips, and/or athletic teamwork should be included. This is a list. 

7.	 Thank-You Notes: You need both kinds of thank you notes. You need to 
make copies of2 or 3 notes that you have sent to .other people. Sometimes, 
you can thank a teacher or a coach for a particularly good experience. 
Sometimes, a relative deserves special gratitude. Make a copy ofwhat you 
say before you send the note and put the copy in this section. You also need 
to make a copy of 1 or 2 notes sent to you from other people. lbis is a little 
bit harder to manage, but you have the summer to make it happen, so if you 
get really desperate, then ask someone to send you a letter or note because you 
did something good or kind for them. 

8.	 Reference Letter + AP Bio reflection essay: Ask a teacher, coach, 
employer, librarian or family friend to write you a character reference that you 
can put into your portfolio. Let them know that you will be using it as a 
character reference. Later on in the year or next year, you will be asking for 
official letters of recommendation for the college application process. You 
usually never see what they write on your behalf, so let them know what you 
will be doing with your letter. You also need to put into this section the 
personal essay about the interest in the AP Biology class written by you. The 
items you need to cover f9r that essay are in the directions ofthe summer 
assignment. Therefore, you will place two items in this section. 



9.	 Network: This is a list of adults, coaches, teachers, friends, or employers 
who are willing to be quick character references for you. You need their 
official names, addresses, phone number or email information. Make sure you 
ask each one ifyou can place their name on this list. You should have about 8 
names on thi-s-list. 

10. Performance:	 This is the biggest category of your portfolio. It is the part 
that makes it a "showcase" portfolio. Select 3 areas of interest to you and 
gather together 2-3 examples ofyour interest. You need to write a page of 
reflection about each one. For exanlple, if you are good in art or if you love 
your art work, thenuse that area. Make photo copies of three ofyour projects 
and write a page about what you did to create them. Maybe your next area is 
in atWetics or music or church. Take a photo or two of you on the team or 
playing the instrument or doing your job with younger students, and reflect on 
what you have learned with this part ofyour life. Choose one more 
significant area and put an example plus your reflection with it. You can put 
all three of these intO-One tab called "performance" or three different ta1?s each 
with its own title. 
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