AP English Language & Composition

Summer Assignment

1. Read the first three chapters of the textbook that is associated with the course.  These chapters will serve as the foundation of the class and will introduce you to rhetoric and a writer’s ability to manipulate language to serve a specific purpose.  Pay close attention to the several examples provided in the book (Rhetorical Triangle, JFK Speech, Visual Rhetoric, etc.) along with the rhetorical terms and their meanings (Glossary).

2. Read George Orwell’s 1984 and Aldous Huxley’s Brave New World.  Our expectation is that you will read these two novels with a specific intent.  Anyone can turn a page.  For this class, you need to understand the process a writer employs to create meaning.  Annotation of these novels is strongly suggested in preparation for various assessments in the first weeks of the class.
Unlike previous years, you are not required to turn in anything to your teacher on the first day of class.  The product, the fruits of your labor, will be assessed early and often in September.  Be prepared for a variety of assessments from quizzes, tests, and definitely essay(s).  AP English Language and Composition taxes the student’s ability to go beyond the minimum and gain a “consciousness” with how writers write and readers read.
*If you have any questions, please contact Mr. Powers, Mr. Mohney, or Mr. Valassidis before the school year ends.  Good luck.

