Honors English 2 Summer Assignment


Christianity, Community, the Quest in American Literature

Dear Students and Parents:

Thank you for choosing to participate in Honors English 2 – American Literature during the 2010-2011 school year.  The goal of this year’s summer assignment is to introduce students to the historical context of the literary works we will be studying during the first semester.  Below you will find a series of readings including historical documents, personal narratives, poetry, and short stories. Each piece has been chosen to help you become familiar with the voices and perspectives of early American authors, dignitaries, and leaders. We have provided important terms such as people, places, and events to help build the background knowledge you will need as we begin the year as well as important literary terms to effectively discuss the material.

Your assignment: 

-Read each selection thoroughly, annotating the selections for later use
-Prepare for an initial essay and exam relating to the topics and readings presented

-Be prepared for assessments to be given within the first two weeks of class using the major works listed below

Reading requirements: 

“The Legend of Sleepy Hollow” by Washington Irving


“The Devil and Tom Walker” by Washington Irving


“Young Goodman Brown” and “The Minister’s Black Veil” by Nathanial Hawthorne


“Verses upon the Burning of Our House” by Anne Bradstreet


“On Being Brought from Africa to America” by Phyllis Wheatley

“The Narrative of Captivity and Restoration” by Mary Rowlandson (excerpt)

“The Declaration of Independence” by Thomas Jefferson       


The Autobiography of Ben Franklin (excerpt – Chapter 2)

“Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God” by Jonathan Edwards
People, places, and events:  (Be sure to look up the following places, names, terminology)
Jamestown

John Smith

William Bradford

Jonathan Edwards

Cotton Mather 

Puritanism

John Winthrop

Quaker

William Penn

Self-Determination

Age of Enlightenment

John Locke

Thomas Paine

The Great Awakening

Virginia Convention

Patrick Henry

Middle passage (slave trade) Plymouth Plantation

Literature terms:  (Be familiar with the following terminology)
Diction – word choice

Syntax – structure and pattern of sentences

Detail and Imagery (sense imagery)

Tone

Point of view (voice)

Irony – 3 forms

Figurative Language – metaphor, simile, personification, hyperbole, metonymy, synecdoche

Rhetoric-Ethos, Logos, Pathos
Rhetorical devices – arrangement of words for effect – apostrophe, rhetorical question, anaphora, paradox

Study Question:

Be prepared to express your knowledge and understanding of the foundations of American literature through the development of American Society as it evolved from European traditions.
Reading selections:

“The Legend of Sleepy Hollow” by Washington Irving    http://www.bartleby.com/310/2/2.html
“The Devil and Tom Walker” by Washington Irving  http://www.online-literature.com/irving/3110/
“Young Goodman Brown” by Nathanial Hawthorne   http://www.online-literature.com/poe/158/
“The Minister’s Black Veil” by Nathanial Hawthorne http://www.ibiblio.org/eldritch/nh/mbv.html
“Verses upon the Burning of Our House” by Anne Bradstreet    http://www.annebradstreet.com
“The Narrative of Captivity and Restoration” by Mary Rowlandson (excerpt)

http://www.library.csi.cuny.edu/dept/history/lavender/rownarr.html
“On Being Brought from Africa to America” by Phyllis Wheatley

http://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/index.asp?document=620
“The Declaration of Independence” by Thomas Jefferson http://www.earlyamerica.com/earlyamerica/freedom/doi/
Chapter 2 of The Autobiography of Ben Franklin   http://www.earlyamerica.com/lives/franklin/chapt1/
“Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God” by Jonathan Edwards

http://www.jonathan-edwards.org/Sinners.html
